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St. Mary’s Knanaya Church

701 Byberry Road, Philadelphia, PA 19116

www.knanayachurchphiladelphia.org
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“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!” (Psalm 133: 1)

(The New Revised Standard Version – NRSV)

WELCOME to St. Mary’s Knanaya Church, Philadelphia.  We are happy to have you attend our church family.  St.Mary’s Knanaya Church is a not-for-profit corporation to meet the spiritual, social, cultural, and educational needs of Knanaya people in the Philadelphia area under the Constitution of Malankara Syrian Knanaya Samuhdayam in North America, which is called North American Knanaya Community (NAKC.)  The Malankara Syrian Knanaya Arch Diocese is under the Universal Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East.  

Please read through this welcome packet to get an overall idea about the different activities of our Church.  We function as one big Knanaya Family.  Please don’t hesitate contact any of the members if you have any questions.  Please also visit our web site, www.knanayachurchphiladelphia.org.

OUR PRIESTS:
Rev. Fr. Chacko Punnoose, Chirayil, Vicar, & President (Phone: 215-673-7533)

Rev. Fr. E.M.U. Abraham, Vice President (Phone: 215-698-1628)

Holy Eucharist (Holy Qurbana) Schedule: Every Sunday start with our Morning Prayer at 9:30 am. 

Church Managing Committee: Include our Priests, Secretary, Trustee, and other members. 

Association (NAKA) Members: Participate in the North American Knanaya Association.
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Mission: Nurture and develop kids towards God with good Christian characters and as future leaders in different arenas.
Classes: Pre-K/Kindergarten (Explorers), Grades 1 to 10.  Students continue one more year as Sunday school interns after 10th grade.  Activities focus on praying, Bible study, and help younger students during Holy Eucharist. Graduation diploma is given after this.

Teaching team: Consists of Teachers and Teachers Assistants

Principal: Mrs. Jinu Andrews, Kochuthazhathu.  (email: jrandrews5@hotmail.com)

Regular Sunday school academic year: From September to June of following year 


Exams: Mid-Term Exam in January and Final Exam in June 

Common Sessions of Sunday school:  June to August (Learn H.Qurbana, Songs, Knanaya Traditions, etc.)

Christian Citizenship Award: Points given for students for various indicators that show Christian values.

Attendance Award: For 1st place to encourage attendance Sunday School and Church Service.

Prizes: For exams, competitions, other activities such as Easter Egg Hunt.

Competitions: Held throughout academic year (such as Elocution, Song, Bible Sort-drill, Recite Bible Verse, Recite names of Books of Bible, Quiz from the a Book of Bible.) 

VBS: One day (usually on Saturday after Labor day) 

Retreat/ Confession/Receive Holy Communion: One-day retreat and confession for Sunday School students All students and teaching team to receive Holy Communion on Qoodosh `idto and during Holy Week.

Charity: Participate in ‘Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box’ – Samaritan's Purse

 by Franklin Graham, and other activities such as toy drive, food drive.

Award Ceremony/Graduation of previous academic year: Sunday in September (Sunday after Labor day) Participation Certificate, Graduation Diploma.

Class Duration: 1 hour (usually until 1pm) 

Sunday school is currently held towards the end of the Worship service, during the Homily. We have a 15-minute common session for students on every Sunday when students give English message from Bible reading assignment, and then we discuss information related to liturgy, faith. Then kids are dispersed to the classes. Every class covers identified chapters from textbook.

Text Book: The Malankara Syriac Knanaya Archdiocese  Sunday School Text Book of North America.  Includes Christian songs in English, and activities such as crafts.

Ecumenical Quiz competition and Christmas program, Easter Egg Hunt, Church Christmas Caroling, conduct seminars, Decorate church for Palm Sunday, Easter, and Christmas, National Essay competition: Sunday school representatives participate in these activities as time permits
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Mission: Bring up children as “One community with one tradition and one culture towards God” 

Meeting Time:  First Saturday of every month in the evening. Exception: Bollywood dance class meets on every other Saturday.

Activities include: Malayalam Class, Birthday celebration, Games, Talent show, other fun activities such as crazy dress/hat day, Halloween party, Thanks giving dinner, Gardening, Field Trips, Lighting of Christmas tree, Bollywood dance lessons.  We are planning to start Evening Prayer via conference call soon.

Office bearers: President, Secretary, and two (2) Committee Members selected from children from Grade 6 through Grade 8. 

Members of Kids club: Open to all Sunday school children from Pre-K to Grade 10.

YOUTH

Bible study and prayer group 

Trips and Activities 

Meetings: Held every Month.

Office bearers selected from within youth.

Unit of NAKYO (North American Knanaya Youth Organization)

Participate in Regional and National activities – Picnic, Retreats, Career Guidance, and College Preparation.

We would love to have you (youth) join our church youth group.

WOMEN’S FORUM

Meetings: Held 4 th Sunday of every month.

Activities: Include participation in church / regional retreats.

Office bearers selected from the members.

We would like you to join our women’s forum and your input is valuable to us. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES / FORUMS

Retreat, Bible study, Seminars

Monthly Prayer meeting: On second Saturday of each month.

Annual Summer Picnic with sports and games competitions for all age groups.

Camp 2-3 days with overnight stay.

Family Night: a cultural fun-filled evening with your fellow parish members, family, and guests.  

Annual Bake sale for Fund raising 

Christmas Caroling

Participate in National Meetings, Conferences, and Conventions. (Note: Philadelphia Church is the overall champion of North American Knanaya Convention held in 2009!) 

Altar Assistants.

Choir Team – Senior choir and Junior choir.

Recognition for High school graduates

Birthday prayer during Holy Eucharist (Holy Qurbana) 

Intercession prayer to St. Mary during Holy Eucharist (Holy Qurbana) 

Prayer for our departed faithful

Annual house blessing

Car blessing

Feasts (Perunnals) of St. Mary (August), St. Thomas (December), St. Ignatius (January)

You could sponsor a Holy Eucharist (Holy Qurbana) for $100. 

You could sponsor any of our church feasts (Perunnals) and Good Friday lunch. 

Families are assigned as ‘host of the week’ to provide lunch for priests, provide donut for Sunday School children (5 dozen), to make coffee. Host of the week is also responsible to make sure that the church is cleaned and is orderly prior to leaving.  Everyone shows interest in it, and it’s a blessing for our families.

Method(s) of communication: 
Most of communications are through announcements in church; we also use phone messaging system & email. In addition, each forum has it’s own formats for communication.  

Visit our church website for other information, as well as useful links and resources.  www.knanayachurchphiladelphia.org
Fees: Annual (membership) subscription is $ 400; with Building fund donation of $ 1,000.   *
Qurbana Prayer (Blessings): $ __1___, Intercession: $ ___2___ (or $100  a family per year), 

Prayer for departed: $ __5__,  Car blessing: $ __as you wish _,  House blessing: $ __30 _, 

Baptism: $ __100 _, Wedding: $ __250__,
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Prayer is our priority.

Our church is member oriented, service oriented, and solution oriented church family! 

Several opportunities to develop your leadership skills! such as conducting seminars, teaching, and Altar service
If you are interested to participate in our melodious Choir, please talk with our Choir coordinator.

We are here to help you grow spiritually as well as passing on our culture and tradition to our next generation, so they may remain loyal to Knanaya Community & it’s traditions and faith. 

Servant leadership is our model and spiritual growth is our motto. 

Currently we have approximately __66 _ members and our membership is growing! 

We have recognition programs for outstanding services! 

Members can rent church basement for small functions for a required donation. 

We want your help and support to thrive. We want Knanaya families such as yours to join our church family. 

Hope you’ll consider being part of our church family. 

Thank you for your time to review this welcome packet. 

We pray for you.  May God bless you and your family.

Enclosed is an application for membership.  

[Secretary:  Renny Eranackal:  Phone: (267) 879-6755]         -       [Trustee:  John Mathew, Kondody:   Phone: (803) 719-6627]

* Membership is granted according to our Church constitution and General Body decisions.  Our Managing Committee approves it after review of all documents and fees then signed by Vicar & President of St. Mary’s Knanaya Church, Philadelphia, PA.
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